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the Paris police offered a 1,000,000 francs reward for informa- 
tion leading to the arrest of the wreckers. 

August 22 New York Herald Tribune. Vichy. According to Le Lorrain, 
the weekly publication of refugees from Lorraine now living in 
unoccupied France, the process of uprooting Frenchmen from 
Lorraine is still going on despite the protest of the Pdtain 
Govenment last autumn. 

August 22 New York Herald Tribune. San Jose, Costa Rica. UP. The 
French charge d'affaires and the secretary of the French Lega- 
tion in Costa Rica resigned to join the Free French movement. 

August 24- New York Times. Jerusalem. It was announced tiiat the 
British Trading with the Enemy Act would not henceforth 
apply to Syria and Lebanon. 

August 25 BHtimoi-e Sun. Vichy. AP. Representatives of the French Gov- 
ernment in German-occupied Paris announced that fhere had 
been five acts of sabotage against railroads in the Paris area 
alone in the last two w^s. 

August 27 Chicago Daily News. Vichy. UP. It was disclosed that more 
than a hundred members of Parliament, meeting in a rump 
session, formed themselves into an opposition to the Vichy 
Government. 

August 29 New York Times. Vichy. Pierre Laval and Marcel Beat, lead- 
ing pro-Nazi French, were seriously wounded at Versailles by 
a young Frenchman enlisted in the French Legion of Volunteers 
to combat Bolshevism. 

August 30 New York Times. Vichy. The permanent officers of Parliament 
were ordered to remove their headquarters from Vichy to the 
small town of Chatel Guyon. 


Resistance of French Labor Unions 

Reprinted from France Speaks, a weekly correspondence 
published at 7 East 15th Street, New York City. 

After July, 1940, the Vichy Government, and particularly 
Pierre Laval, were anxious to win over “sensible unionists.” 
To carry out this scheme, several steps were taken, notably the 
following: 

1. The appointment as Minister of Labor and Production — 
and subsequent transfer to. the State Labor Office — of Rene 
Belin, ex-assistant secretary of the Confederation Generale du 
Travail, and, since 1936, leader of the pacifist and anti-com- 
munist labor group formed around the newspaper Syndicats. 

2. The abolition of the C.G.T., suggested in the Act of 
August ISth, and acted upon in the decree of November 12th, 
1940, which, by eliminating the central organ of the labor 
movement, left the field clear for the establishment of a new 
form of unionism, loyal to Belin and his regime. 

3. The founding of a weekly called Au Travail and an asso- 
ciation called “The Friends of Au Travail” to support the 
“National Revolution” and the policy of Vichy, including col- 
laboration with the Nazis, in the field of unionism.* 

In spite of these moves, the greater part of the leaders of 
the Federations and local unions, as well as the militant union- 
ists, did not go over to the Vichy regime. The essence of the 
unionist opposition was voiced in a resolutioij passed at the end 
of July, 1940, at Toulouse, during a final meeting of the Feder- 
ations and local unions of the C.G.T. It was planned then to 
established a French Labor Front, independent of the State, 
and based on “the right of assembly.” 

This doctrine was in direct opposition to Belin’s idea, which 
was to inaugurate in France a unionism along Fascist (viz., 
corporative) lines, operating under the close supervision of 
the Labor Ministry. Between August and December, Belin’s 
staff was kept busy drawing up a Labor Charter modeled after 
that devised by Mussolini. During this period union oppo- 
sition gathered sufficient strength to outline some principles of 


•A group of pro-German unionists have established a weekly called 
V Atelier in the occupied territory. Its views closely parallel those of 
L’ Oeuvre, and its influence is even less than that of Au Travail. 


its own in a manifesto, dated November ISth, on the topic 
“French Unionism: What it is and what it plans to be.” 

This document not only attests its signers’ loyalty to free 
unionism, but condemns anti-Semitism, refuses to admit 
that the fall of France could be attributed to its regime of 
freedom, and exhorts militant workmen “not to develop a 
losers’ state of mind.” This manifesto bears the signatures of 
nine secretaries of C.G.T. unions and of three leaders of the 
Catholic Workers’ Alliance, a union independent of the C.G.T. 

Widely distributed in both the occupied and unoccupied 
areas, this document really started the renascence of the 
workers’ movement and of the democratic spirit. Its principles 
have been repeated in innumerable resolutions, and especially 
in a Parisian manifesto of May 1st, which explains why French 
workers in 1940 did not celebrate May 1st “in their hearts.” 

In the present union movement in France, the struggle cen- 
ters around the local unions for both practical and general 
reasons. On the one hand, although the unions continue to 
exist in a legal sense, national tie-ups are difficult in a country 
divided into three zones, the forbidden, the occupied and the 
unoccupied zone. On the other hand, the Vichy regime, after 
having condemned in Belin’s own words, the existence of any 
workers’ union as “incompatible with the fundamental idea of 
professional organization,” tends naturally to suppress all in- 
ter-professional workers’ organizations. It seeks to imprison 
each worker in his profession, to destroy worker solidarity, 
and, at the same time, the wqrker’s independence. 

But, whatever the ultimate form of the Labor Charter 
drawn up by the Committee for Professional Organization 
(formed, with a few exceptions, of stooges of Belin) may prove 
to be, militant unionists opposed to it, will not lose touch with 
one another or their central organization. Even outside official 
organizations, they will remain the true friends of the work- 
ing class. 

The working population is well aware of the connection be- 
tween the defense of free unionism and the war which is being 
waged against Germany by the Allies. Among the aspirations 
officially voiced on May 1st by a very powerful local union, 
hope was expressed for “the re-establishment of our great 
country by the recovery of its complete freedom.” When 
receiving Mr. Belin, sent to sponsor the policies of Admiral 
Darlan, the workers of a large city pronounced themselves 
“ready to make any sacrifice to enable. their country to recover 
its independence.” 

In spite of the prestige they may have formerly enjoyed 
with their fellow workers, the advocates of collaboration have 
been removed from their positions in the unions. Such was 
the case, particularly of Vigne and Legay in the Miners’ Union, 
and of Dumoulin in the Union Departementale du Nord. The 
latter was ousted by a vote of 72 against 2. 


GREECE 

Digest of References in the American Press. (AU these articles may be 

consulted at the Inter-Allied Information Centre.) 

August 6 New York Times. It was reported that, 'being ordered by the 
Nazis to remove the Greek flag from the Acropolis, the ^ardian 
of the flag wrapped it about his body and hurled himself to 
his death over a precipitous side of the Acropolis. 

August 10 New York Herald Tribune. Capetown. Crown Prince Paul 
of Greece said in an interview that “the Germans are meeting 
with a gradual and silent defeat” by Greece. 

August 10 New York Daily News. A Greek freighter was sunk by Naaf 
bombers in the North Sea. 

August 12 Washington Times-Herald. London. Reuter. German guards 
fired on and killed Greek women who refused to let Britisih 
prisoners sw;eep the streets of Athens. 

August 17 Minneapolis Star-Journal. A resumfi of an article, published 
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